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7 T | e * at! Fuer to 3 themſelves to theuniformitie ofthe Church, 5 to obey and 
it themlelyes to their lawfull King, who is the Lords Anointed, and ſet over them by his 


rdinance, 
popular and plebeian Humoriſts, who doe affect and deſire Democracy, ( which they | 
| call a free ſtate) and by their leaves be it ſaid, they would have neicher this King nor his 
poſteritie, nor any King to kt on the Throne. ; 
Theſe mult be pu tin minde, or made to know, pe pore 4 yr by law is the beſt yo 
vernment. As theold poet Homer, bus no1p24& ic and — -— Seo * por : 
States and policie doe arme and conci , andthe ancient w I 
here was ever one or more Kings. Bur chis Land — then nab y 4 
now theſe ſix or ſeven hundred yeares, under one Chriſtian King, ruling according to the ani 
ent 9 Cuſtomes . x 74 9 
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ne is to go abtoad among all pe 
neſt· hearted, eſpecially amongſt the Inhabitants in Fowrns 
| Fells, in Lancaſvire, and among all — have known me 
7 after the fleſh, that all honeſt people _"_ what I was 
in Profeſſion , and alſo what I now am by the Grace of 
God. 


le who are ho- 


From him which hath come through great tribulat ĩons, who. hath even 
lefr all for Chrift, and hath not whereon to lay his head , but is forſa- 
ken of Father and of Mother, and of K allo, even for the Te- 
Nimoy of Jeſus, and for the Word of God, whom the world 
calls, Themas . 


Luk.14.:6,17. If any man come to mne, and hate wot bis Faber, and Mo- 
. ther, and Wife, and Children, and N eth en, and Sifters, yta, and bis own 
liſe alſo, be canes be my Diſciple. 
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Lenden, Printed for Thomas Simmons at the Bull and AMeuth 
neer Alder ſgate, 1657. 
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This is io $0 abroad into my Ceun- 
tre), mon ſt the In babitarts in 
Fornes Fells, and an ong all Loneſt 
pecpſe that have knonn me after the 
fleſh, that all pecple may ſce whatT 
Was in profeſ11on , and what | now 


am by the Grace of Ged. 


Riends and Neighbors, ye know(if ye 
—— 5 7 e 
m my yout 122 
ſtraiteſt Sect of Religion, harmleſs 
and blameleſs, inſomuch that ma- 
ny did admire me, and was as 
touching the rghteouſneſs of the 
Law > acording- to the Letter, 
blameleſs, as ye know, if ye will 


| teſtifie; without boaſting Iſpeak ir; 
for I exceeded many of my equals in 2 witch 


a ſhew of righteouſneſs, and was exceedingly zealous for the 
chiefeſtPrieſts in this Nation of England,& ſome of you have 
ſaid, Ye thought that ye needed never deſire to have been 
ina better condition then I was in. when 1 was where yt are, 
without Cod, and without Chriſt in the World, with a 
feſſion of his Name in my mouth, but did not know Chriſt 
in me, the true Light, who lightneth every man that com- 
eth into the World . ſo was ignorant of the Foundation of 
God, which ſtaudeth ſure, the Light, Chriſt, who | 
every man, the ſure Foundation-ftone, which is already laid 
for a Foundation, that whoſoever buildeth thereon , ſhall 
never be aſhamed, and being ignorant of the r 
A2 5 


F 2 4 
neſs of God; I went about ro bi my own righteouſj- 
neſs, ſo did not ſubmit to the Righteouſneſs. of but 
got up into a profeſſion vf knowing che Lord, and fo be- 
came a fair ſayer, but not a doer of the will of God, like un 
to the Thief. Prieſts, for they ſay, and doth not the things 
that they ſay ; Wo unto them, blind guides, who turn the 
innocent and the poor out of the way, and cauſes the peo- 
ple to erte by their lyes, and by their ligh and will not 
that any ſhould turn from the darkneſs to the light. Wo un- 
to them A people into a profeſſion of the know - 
ledge of God, but not into the light, life and power, ye all 
profeſling Chriſt to come, and knows not that Chriſt is in 
you; ſo ye know not where he is nor how be is in you; Iſpeak 
this to your ſhame, * af all profeſſions. 
And though I had reformed in many things, and had left 
off practiciag many Idolatrous and Heatheniſh Cuſtoms, 
which I ſaw to be evil inthe ſight of the Lord, as my mind 
came to be turned to chat of God in my conſcience whiteT 
yet followed che Prieſts, but being ignorant of thac which 
didlet me ſee my own unprofitableneſs, and that pl that is 
in che World is but vanicy,l came ſhort, & did not follow on 
to know the Lord, but choſe rather to follow the Prieſts, & 
gave no beed to the Word of the Lord uwhiichealt d behind, 
Return, return, thou art but à dead man ĩn tie Farth; be- 
bold, o, this is the way, walk in it; turn in hither to the 
Word which is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart; this is the Way; but while I followed the Prieſts, they 
never directed we to this, To the Word which is nigh in be 
mouch, and in the heart, nor never exhorted eto the 
light which Chriſt hath enlightned every man withal:While 
T followed che Prieſts (I ay) I never heard them bring chis 
Dodrine to the people, which the true Miniſters of Chriſt 
bring, and b who turn people from the darkneſs to 
the light, and from the power of Satan unto Cod: For in 
the light of the Lord uh ch did ſhine into my conſcience , l 
came to ſee the deceic of the Prieſts, the Meſſengers of Sa- 
mo, who labour to keep people in the dark neſ, ia blindnels 


30 | | 
from the light, who would perſeade the people that the 
light which Chriſt hach ealighrned every man withall. is but 
a natural light, and not ſuſſictent to give the . 
God. or to convince of all fin, nd (> they wrelt the Scrip- 
tures, and adds thereto, and ſets up their own Traditions, 
and make: the * no eſſect, and 
void by their own Traditions, and cryes ag#inſt the Li 

vvich reproachful and ſenſual vvords, teſt the — tia 
believe in the Light, and come to the Light vieh gives the 
Knovvledge of God, and ſo long as] remaineꝗ ignotumt of 
ihat vvhich did convince me of (in, and of unbeſief. which 
did let me ſee that I was alſo out of the vviy of God, with 
the Prielts, in error and in thedarineſs, fo long I wasigno- 
rant of che living and true God, and knevv not Hovy he 
vvas in me. ſo knew him not ac all bue by the ol the 


ear, thoug) I had got che Bible and Books, and abe 
gained 


ſeſſion, read the Sc riptures often, and Books many, and 
lowed the chieſeſt Prieſts dayly, and vvould fam have | 
the Knovvledge of God by them, but could nor ſind it while 
I follovved the Prieſts, & had thought that they ſhouſd teach 
the people knovvledge; but I nov ſee chat it is not ſo, and 
that the Lord hath — the Prieſts and their bleſſings, and 
that no people upon the Face of che Barth, ſhall ever 
profic by them; che Lord hach ſaid ir, (mart it) ho can- 
not lye nor repent : So let God be true and all men lyars; 
for that vvhich may be knovvn of Cod, is manifeſt in them, 
and God hath ſhevved it to chem, ſo it is evident; That no 
man knovvs the Father nar the Son, but as he comes into o- 
bedience to that of God in him, the Light; for the Letter 
vvithout, nor the Prieſts vvichout, nor any thing vvithour, 
can never make the comers thereunto per ſect, nor 
man the knovviedg of Cod he may get che Scrip- 
tures inte his Head, and ſhall them ; for no man 
Knovys ny Father but he ny 3 Son reveals him. 4 
Yea, ſo deſirous I vvas to ſind out the true xnovviedge 
the pure God, that I ceaſed not to ſet it night and day wich 
Tears, and cryed out, b I cometo the living be 
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fo. God? which is the way where Chriſt may be found, that I may 
come to l now him, even at I am kyown of him and find him? The 
Prieſts ſaid , That reading the Seriptures and gidly Books ( us 
they called them) and praying, and /ollowing them, and hear- 

ing them prtach, that this was the way where ( briſt is to be found: 
So] did run from one Prieſt unto another, to ſee if haply1 
could find Chriſt among any of them, for ſeveral years to- 
ether, but did not vvhilſt I followed the Prieſts; ſo all my la- 
ur vvas in vain; I ſpent my labour for that which is not 
Bread, and my flrength for that which could not ſatisfie; 
yea, I did read the Scriptures often, & bought the beſt books 
I could hear of, and read them, and prayedearneſtly always, 
but did not obtain nor prevail , though I cryed and vvept 
much, and the reaſon is, becauſe I ſought ( unto a people 
that cannot profit) for the Lord in a vvay vyhere he is not 
to be found, in the vvay of the ungodly; for God hears not 
finners, and the prayer of the vvicked is fin, but the prayer 
ofthe righteoas is his delight; and'vvhile I remained fervant 
to fin, the Lord did not regard my prayer, for it is his own 
that praiſes him, unto whom his ears is opened alvvays, 
vvhich he hears and bath regard nnto. 50 I fee that the 
Prieſts are lyars, vvho vvould be Teachers of others, and yet 
knovvs not vyhat they ſay, nor vvhereof they affirm, vvho 
yvould perſwade you to follow them, and to uphold them in 
their covetous practiſes, and tells people that — them 
is the right vvay, aud obſervigg their traditions and cuſtoms 
is the right vvay, and believing in a Chriſt vvithout you, and 
looking for a Chriſt without you, is the right vvay; ſo are 
thoſe yybich Chriſt ſpake of ſhould come in the lah dayes, 
ſaying, Lo here is Chriſt, and lo there is Chriſt, but ſaid he, B- 
lieve them u nor ce not after them, for Friends, that which 
may be knovvn of God, is manifeſt in you; ſo til you return 
to that of God in you, the light, ye are in the darkneſs, out 
of the good vvay, in an evil vvay, in a vvay that is not , 
whatſoever ye and your Prieſts may ſay of it, Neighbors 
and Friends, | ſpeak by experience what bave ſeen and 
known, that ſpeak 1 unto you in the Name of the Lord, that 


ye 
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ye may take warning betime , py there is no other way to 
know Chriſt, but in the light wherewich ye are enſight ned,; 
ſo if you will own the right way where God dwells, & where 
he is to be found, ye mult then return in to the Light, to 
that which may be known of God in you, and be in love with 
the Light, for God is Light, he that loves the Light, brings 
his deeds to the Light, and comes to the light, Chridh, Kor 
Je not how that C hriſt is in you except ye be reprobatem You that 
talk and prate, and ſay ye believe in a Chriſt without you; 
who are ofefſing a God and a Chriſt without you, and 

he ſaves his people from their fins, What is this to you 
knows not that Chriſt is in you ? There ſhall ye find him, if 
ever ye know him a Saviour to you, who is come a light in- 
to the World, that all men through him might believe, This 
is he who ſuffered and dyed at Jeruſalem, and no other Chriſt 
[ own: I ſay, What is this to you who are yet in your. fins, 
and doth not believe that ever ye ſhall be made free from fin 
while ye are here, but that ye ſhall fin while ye live? Have ye 
not learned this of your Prieſts? for this is their Do@rine 
which they bring you from their Father the Devil, and yet 
you be beheve it, and receives it: So what is this to you tor 
you to fay Chriſt ſaves his people from their ſins ? for ye 
bear vvitneſs againſt your ſelves that he is not your Saviour 
who are yet in your fins, for ye deny the Work of God, and 
reſiſt it in your ſelves, and denies the end of Chriſt coming 
into the World, which is to ſave his people from their fins, 
who is come into the World a light, and is manifeſt to de- 
ſtroy the Works of the Devil; and fin is the Work of the 
Devil which Chriſt comes to deſtroy; and you chat ſay ye 
muſt fin while ye live, ye bear witneſs againſt your ſelves that 
Chriſt is not yet come to you: ſo ye are the ſervants ot fin, 
and are free from righteouſneſs , ſo what is Chriſt to you ? 
and hat is your profeſſi ou vrorch ? 

So whileſt 1 followed the Prieſts, I never knew the way 
how to come to Chtiſt, therefore I had no reſt in as ſpiric 
day nor night from God, while I followed the Prieſſs, bur 
Wrath, and Horror, and Judgement pur ſued me for — 
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dience to that of Godin 4 conſcience and trouble on eve 
ry band, on the right hand and on the left, was ſortovy ane 
vexation of ſpirit. and my heart within me did faint for: 
fear, I vvas even at my Wits end + and hag almoſt deſpaired 
of hope and of comfort, had not God preſerved me. though 
I knew him not; for I could find no aſſurance of the love of 
God to my ſoul; while I tolloyved the Prieſts, though then I 
could (vvith the Prieſts) talk of high attainments and could 
alſo with them, and wich profeſſors, ſometimes boaſt of ex- 

es, and alſo of joy and peace ſometimes,when I was 
up into the airie imaginations with them; and ſoforr , % 
a while I gloried in the fleſh with prieſts & people and mide 
merryover the Witneſs of Godin me; then was Satan ex- 
alted above all that was called God in me; and then both 
Prieſts and people did love me, and and ſpake well of 
the World ore its own; and the Devil who fills bis chi 
with mir ch and joy, with ſports and pleaſures, and with the 
of this World, he will ſuffer bis ſervants to have a pro- 
ion of the truth, and to boaſt of God to be their E , 
and of Chriſt to be their Saviour , and alſo to talk of faith, 
aod of righteouſneſs, and the like ſo that he can but main- 
tain his Works in them which is, To lye, and to ſwear to be 
angry, to envy, and to hate, and to be proud and covetous; 
and to oppreſs, to diflemble, and to deceive, and to defraud, 
and to cozen, to fight, to rail, and to be drunk; to be hea- 
dy, and to be high-minded, being filled with all uorighteouſ- 
, nels, which be the Works of the Devil, as luſt, murder,back- 
biting, evil-ſpeaking, and all deceit . vyhich are the Works 
of the fleſh : 801 25 f the Devil have but the heart, and 
can but keep his Seat there, he cares not then vvhat proſedli- 
on they be of, be knovvs them that they are bis,t b 
may ſay they defie the Devil and all his Works, whoſe min 
Satan hath blinded, that they cannot ſee his Works inthem- 
ſelves brought forth, which bears witneſs againſt them that 
they are of their Father the Devil, whoſe Works they do. 
yeß wich their mouth, and with their lips and congu 
will profeſs that they love God, who have the bigh facing 
or 
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Words of hypocriſie, ſo have a zeal without knowledge hgt- 
ding a profeſſion of Godin bypocriſie, until the day of fud- 
den ion from God fall upon them ſor their Wicked- 
neſs, to ſweep chem all into the pit of blackneſs for ever, 
who are Workers of iniquity both Prieſts and people. 
All-along while I followed the Prieſts,there was ſomethi 
in me of God I ſee (though I knew it not) which did wit- 
neſs againſt all untighteouſneſs, & did reprove me if j did but 
ſwear, or tell a lye; which did nor ſpeak peace to me in got 
things, but was judged by that of God in me when I did a. 
ny-unrighteous thing, fo tood condemned in my ſelf when 
[had but an evil thought of doing Wrong, which was ſuffi 
ient to have preſerved me from all evil if I had bat been o- 
bedient, but being ignorant of it (what it was) gave no 
beed unto it, but went on in a Way that is not - ſo did 
not believe in the light, though I bad the light; neither Was 
obedient to the light, though the light did convince me: 80 
I had no peace from God, thoughin the World I bad peace; 
and with the V Vorld was at peace, yer in Chriſt I bad no 
peacewhilel was of the VVorId; for that of God in me 
cryed againſt me Deſolation, V Vo, and _ for God 
ſeeth not as man, neither canſt thou hide thy ſelf infecrer 
and he not ſee thee : Sol came to fee that norwirhſearidiri 
all che ſhew in the fleſh I had profeſt of knowing the Lord, 
was but a bypocrite when I came in deed and in truth ts 
ſearch &try my ways r to prove my ſelfin truth 
and in plainneſs, then I did ſee that I was out of the VVay 
of truth, knew not the truth, though bhad the Words of 
' truth in my mouth, ſo was ignorant of God. ſo the pete 
which I had did then flye away, it was as it were but for 2 
. che E Rs greedy — 
unto the people that ſtop into their mouths, t ace; 
peace, when there is no peace from God, ed 
bath not ſpaken peace; ſo would beal the hurt of che | 
ter of my people ( ſaith the Lord fleightly ) who daub Wiel 
untempered morter, for fromthe Prophet; even unto the 
Prieſt, every one dealeth falſly and deceicfully,and all are gi- 
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[8] 
ven to covetouſaeſs both Prieſts and people: So whileſt 1 
followed the Prieſts, I ſee that] was but a fair fayer, made 
clean the ourfide of the Cup and the Plat ter, arid appeared 
righteous outwardly unto man, as Neighbors and Friends 
ye know, who knew me after the fleſh, That I was ( as t6u- 
ching the righteouſneſs of the Law) blamheleſs, and had a 
r God (though not according to knowledge) by fair 
Words, profeſſing: the Subſtance, but had not the 
Evidence, the Seal of the Spirit of God to my Spitit; fo 
— iyRorent of Gods righteouſneſs, (as I ſai 3 
which is by the Faith of che Son of God, knowing this, Tha 
without righceouſneſs no man can enter into the — 
of God; ſo I went about to eſtabliſh my own righteouſneſs, 
lookingfor arighteouſneſs without me, that I might a 
righteous unto man, being ignorant of the righteouſneſs of 
which ſaith on this wiſe, (as it is written) S nor iu thy 
heart, Who ſhall aſtend inte Heaven? That is to bring Chrift 
dewn frem above; or who ſhall deſcend into the deepe? That 
1 to bring Chrift again from the dead © But what ſaith it? The 
Word is mig h thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy brart , that thou 
mayes dv it, thats, the Word of Faith which we preach, ſaid the 
Apolile, who was « Miniſter of God: But unto this Word 
I was not obedient while 1 followed the Prieſts, neither knew 
I a it was near , for none or the Prieſts (from the 
leaſt! even unto the chiefeſt) did ever direct my mind unto 
the Word of Faith which is nigh, in the mouth, and in the 
heart , to take heed unco, as unto a light that ſhinerh in a 
dark place until the day dawn , and the day ſtar arife in my 
heart : So they are the falſe Prophets and Deceivers who is 
come in ſheeps clothing. making merchandiſe of ſouls 
diſhoneſt gain: And theſe are they vyhich Chriſt ſaid 
come in the laſt da yes; vyhich Job» ſaw was come in 
his dayes, vvhich all the World vvondered after, and that 
all the World is gone after them, ſo they run, yet never was 
ſent of God to turn people from darkneſs to the light, vvho 
divine for money, and ſpeak a Divination of their ovyn 
brain, and not from the mouth of the Lord, So I ſoughr 
to 


[93 
to find the living among the dead vrhile 1 4 unto the 
Prieſts, ſo followed a people which cannot profit, and wan- 
dered from Mountain to Hill to find the living , even from 
one ſort of Prieſts and people unto another, that had the 
greateſt ſhew of godlineſs, one ſort ſaid, Lo bere s ( brin, 
and another ſort of profeſſors ſaid, Lo here; and glad would 
I with all my heart to haye found him among them , that 1 
might come to find a reſt for my weary ſoul; but Chriſt þ 
found not among any of them, though I did find that ſome 
ſort of profeſſors could talk much more of Chriſt with their 
lips then others could do, and had his Name in their mouth 
oftener then others, having many good Words vrhereby 
they do begwle ſouls, even with the enticing Words of mens 
Widom, pretending much towards Chriſt , but are as Yain 
and wanton as they vvho have not fo great a ſhew in Words 
towards Chriſt; and though in Words they that they 
know him, yet in Works they do deny him; ſo are the 
greateſt Deceivers of all, vybo have che greateſt ſhew 
of godlineſs,, when their Works are as bad, and thait 
lives too, 48 them who have no ſhew of godlineſle at all, for 
Chriſt aid, Te fall know them by their {rauts; ſo vrhen I came 
to prove them, and to try them by cheir fruits, B. dd find 
them to be as bad as others vvho have not „ 
righteouſneſs, ſo it is not every one that ſaith Lord, Lord, 
nor proud boaſters in another mans line of 88 
dy to their hand, vvho ſteal their Words from their Nei 
bor, that ſhall enter into life, hut he that doth. the Wi 
God, for they make themſelves manifeſt that they are wich- 
out God. and without Chriſt as by their Fruits I knew them 
then to be deceitful Workers, though vvich fair and 
good Words they deceive the imple, and ſo blinds the minds 
of them that believe not in the light. And cheoughT did 
like the chief Prieſis : and the chief Profeſſors Words then 
yvell , ( fo far as they was according to the Seriptures of 
Truth) yet I would not re(t ſatisfied ſo , but proved their 
Works, and laboured to ſee yvhat lixes they lived, Whether 
their Words and cheir Works agreed in one, yea or nay; and 
yyhen /tryed both the chief Prieſts and the chiefeſt * 
B 2 ors, 
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ſors, their Lives, Works, and Converfation, / then ſaw that 
they are not vyhat they ptofeſt themſelves to be, ſo could 
not but for conſcience-ſake deny them, For [ſaw them to be 
' ices, lyars coꝛeners &diſſemblers, & how that. a ſmall 
ing vvould even eaſily provoke any of them to anger, en- 
vy, Vvrath and malice , and ſome to fighting ; being beady, 
high · minded, lovers of pleaſures more then lovers of God: 
So [could not but turn from them vyho have a Form of 
godlineſs, but denies the power thereof, as by their Fruits I 
know them, For vVhoſoeyer ſeełs to be juſtified by Chriſt, 
and yet they themſelves are found ſinners, is Chriſt therefore 
the Miniſter of {in? Cod forbid; For Chriſt comes to deſtroy 
the Works of the Devil; he is manifelt to take away (in, for 
in him is no fin; he that abibeth in Chriſt , ſinneth not. So 
Friends and Neighbors ſee where ye all are, doteing upon a 
people which cannot profit vou ar all, not help, nor com- 
fort, but ſhall be a ſhame and a reproach. 

And vvhen Ivvas turned to the light of Chriſt, J came to 
ſee the Prieſts deceit, who will not that any of you ſhould 
come to the light leſt the people ſhould ſee their Wickedneſs, 
and ſo to turn from them: And though both prieſts and 
profeſſors have the Name of the Lord in their mouths, and 
ſeems to take delight in drawing near to him with their lips, 
yet their hearts are far from him: So in vain they Worſhip 
God, who live not the life of the Son of God, but are alive 
unto fin; For all whoſe- VVords, and Life, and Converſati- 
on are not as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt, are Hypocrites 
and falſhearted ones, whoſe VVords and VVorks are not 
one, ſo are VVorkers of iniquity , and doth not the truth, 
both prieſts and people who live not unto Chriſt : So when J 
had found out the wicked neſs of the prieſts , and ſaw them 
ſo filthy,  cryed out for ſorrow, being filled with ſorrow 
and grief that J could not find a righteous man amongſt 
them, not one that could direct me into the right V Vay,nor 
was able to teach me the Knowledge of God, though] ran 
from prieſt to prieſt, and did write to ſeveral of the chieſeſt 
of chem concerning my condition, and have 2 

e 
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the prieſts lips ſhould preſerve the peoples Know and 
duteke people ſhould go unto them for Know dat 
miſerab'e comſorters are they all, none of them cou break 
a Vvord of Comfort to my ſoul, ſo my weary ſoul did even 
mouru, and cry out in pain for deliverancefrom under the 
power of death and hell, and Satan. 80 ] found no way of 
deliverance while I followed the Prieſts, though they cryed 
peace, peace unto me; and would perſwade me to bein a 
good condition, and the like ; ſo would have healed me de- 
c:itfully, and would have daubed me with untempered mor- 
ter crying peace ; peace, where the Lord hath not ſpoken 
peace, ſo my foul refuſed to be comforted by them, and cry- 
ed out, None but Chriſt,” None but Chriſt, and yet there was 
none among them that could ſhew me where he is to be 
found: So being weary in ſpirit, J wandered with a ſad heart 
and wounded ſpirit, from prieſt to prieſt, ſeeking reſt tor my 
wear y ſoul, but found none while] followed after them; wo, 
wo, wo unto them may all people ſay, that ever ſuch pri 
was born, who have made the hearts of the — ad 
their lyes, and by their lightneſs, who ſtands up a 

the people, prerending, to teach them the way how that 
may come to the Knowledge of God, yet never was ſent of 
God nor none of them unto this day (that ever I knew of) 
did ever direct people unto the right way, to that of Godin 
them, where they might come to the Knowledge of God, 
and ſo to know him, whom to know is life eternal; neicher 
do they know it themſelves, fo are not able to teach others; 
nay theyare ſo far from perſwading ; peope unto the good 
way, that they ſtand up to reſiſt it and ſet themſelves againſt 
it: If any who have found the right way, and knows the 
Lord, be moved of the Lord in bowels of unto 
the people, to go to the Steeplehouſe to ſet before them the 

icht way where God is to be ſound, à way wherein they 
have found God; the prieſts they cry to the people, Away 
with them, Deceivers, Deceivers, yet dares not ſtand to prove 
before the people who be the deceivers by plain Scri 
ſo they are thoſe which Chriſt ſaid would enter _ 
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the Kingdom of God RISE nor will they ſuffer them * 
that would to enter : For chat which may be known of Ged 
is manifeſtin them, and God hath ſhewed it to them', and 
bleſſed are they that are faithful. 
Often-cimes I even wept bitterly when ] conſidered theſe. 


things, and was even preſſed to the ground wich ſorrow and 


heavineſs when ] could not find any ſatisfaction among no 
ſort of people; ſo fear ſurpriſed me, & pain took hold on me, 
as upon a V Voman in travel, trouble without, and horror 
and wrath within;ſor the wrath of © od was revealed againſt 
me from heaven, for diſobedience to the pure light within 
me; and j was even afraid of the judgements of God, leſt 
the Lord would cut me off, and make me an example to all 
about me, in that J continued ſo long following the 
prieſts aſter that he had ſhewed me how deceitful they all 
are, and that no people ſhould ever profit by them, and that 
they are altogether uſeleſs Veſſels, in whom the Lord hath 
no pleaſure, but his wrath is againſt them, and againſt all 
ſuch who follow after them: Yet after all this, though the 
Lord had ſhewed them to me, ] was ſomewhar rebellious, 
and did not turn from them immediately after ] was con- 
vinc't of their wickedneſs, and ſaw that they was never 
feat of God, and yet would fain have continued followin 
after them, though j knew J could not profit by them; and 
rotwithſtanding all that the Lord had ſhewed me concern: 
ing them, becauſe ] knew that my Kinred according to the 
fleſh would be ſore ſet againſt me, and riſe up againſt me, 
and that] ſhould ſuffer much from them, ſo I would faine 
have followed them to pleaſe my parents, and ſo ] began to 
diſtruſt and queſtion what the Lord had ſhewed me, j then 
ing at that time a ſtranger to the life of God fo knew 
not the Lords voice, neither did J under ſtand him often- 
times vvhen he ſpoke unto me in the ſpirit, being carnal, yet 
the love of the Lord vvas ſo much tovvards me, that he gave 
me not over to 2 mind, neither did he deal vvith 
me according to my ſtubbornneis, but according to the 
multitude of bis mercies; ſo the long-ſuffering and PR 
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of God led me to repentance, and then ] came clearly to fee 
that it was the Lord indeed that appeared unto me, and had 
ſet theſe thiugs before me, and not man, that had ſo long 
called unto me, though then I knew him not; but when 
knew indeed thazit was the Lord that ſpoke unto me, I then 
gave up all willingly ; and left off frequenting all forts of 
people,&cheir Aſſemblies too, & ſate alone in ſilence, waiting 
in the ſilence of my ſpirit for the Lord, and was as a travel - 
ling VVoman, pained to be delivered yea, ] was almoſt 
quite gone, and had even deſpaired of , had not the 
Lord had compaſſion, and been very merciful unto me, who 
drew near, and ſuſtained me when the night of darknels was 
over me; for it pleaſed the Lord while I was yet in patience 
waiting for him, to reveal his Son in me, who hath even ap- 
red, and is riſen with healing in his Wings : So now in 
— my weary ſoul after long travel is come to find reſt and 
ce for evermore, which no man can take from meif ] be 
faithful ro the end: Bleſſing, and praiſes, and honor, and 
glory, and dominion, and thankſgiving to the Lord God of 


ven me the peace, and the victory (in meaſure) over d 
hell, and the grave; praiſes to che Lord, for his mercies fails 
not, but arerenewed every moment towards his ſervant,and 
ſuch as fear him, who hath not left my ſoul in hell, neither 
hach he ſuffered his holy one to ſee corruption, but hath ran- 
ſomed my foul from death and the Frave, into per ſect liber- 
ty, even to joy and gladneſs, and all ſorrorv and ſighing 
doth flye avvay, for the years of rejoicing is come, praiſes, 
endleſs praiſes, and honor and glory to him that ſitteth up- 
on the Throne of Judgement and Mercy, vvho takes 2 
the fins of the vvorld, and faves his people from their fins, 
that they may praiſe him together vvith one accord in the 
land of the living, vvho hath done vvonderfully for me that 
J even admire the goodneſs of God tovvards me in all his 
vvorks; everlaſting glorious praiſes and bleſſing to him for 
evermore yyhoſe right it is, and vvhoſe vvorts V him, 
not unto me Lord, not unto me, but unto thee, holy & == 


' Sabbaths, and to the Lamb for ever, and ever, who wg 
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God over all, be all che 4 and the honor. Let all that 
know the Lord, praiſe him above all, for his mercies endu- 
reth for ever, who now hath brought me into fellowſhip Þ} 
with the Saints in light. 52 A 
Neighbors and Friends, T beſe things 1 wtite not unto 
you, to have praiſe of you, for I receive not honor from 
man, but that ye REG POPE and underſtand what God bath - 
wrought, and what he hath done for my foul, that all might 
come to praiſe the Lord, and to admite him who hath done 
great things in the Earth. 8e this is a Warning unto e- 
very one of you, That ye reſt not ſatisfied in any thing ſhore 
of Chriſt, but that ye may all even turn to the light, and be- 
lieve in the light, and walk in the e while ye have che > * 
light, leſt any be hardened through the deceitſulneſs of Gn, | 
and ſo came ſhort of the Grace of God. So all be warned, 
that ye put not cruſt ina falſe confidence, ina falſe faith, 
and in a yain hope, and ſo ye get up into a falſe joy, below 
Chriſt, for the end of this is weeping, mourning ſorrow and | 
lamentation; ſo take heed how ye chooſeto follow your © 
Prieſts, leſt ye alſo periſh wich them to gether being parta- © 
kers with chem in their ſins; ſo chooſe not to follow your 
own Ways, neither lean not to your on underſtandings, 
nor put no truſt to your own Righteouſaeſs, glory not in 
your own Wiſdom and ſtrength, but now even all of you, 
come to che Light Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs of Cod to put 
him on, and ſo to put off your own righteouſneſs ;7 that ye 
coming to the light, and follow the light, to have the righ- 
ouſneſs of the Law fulfilled in you, that every one ot you 
may prove your ſelves; ſo ſearch and try your own Ways, 
and turn to the true light { Chriſt Jeſus ) Who. enlightneth 
'@ery man that cometh. into the World, and ſee if ye can 
witneſs Chriſt in you; K now ye not how C briſt 1 in you excejt 
ge be reprobates ? I lay, if ye know not Chriſt formed in you, 
if ye feel not the life of che Son of God moving and breath- 
ing in you towards God, I ſay , if Chriſt be not raiſed, ye 
are yet in your (ins if the dead rife not, and ſo your Faith is 
vain , and your Profeſſion. alſo, For asmany-as 8 
Chriſt, 


* 
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Chriſt, receives the Ri E of Cod, in dimrecie 
Gods teouſneſs, for Chriſt is Gods Righteo 
who bath not Chriſt, their Righteouſneſs is of 4 
5 ſo 9 Gods righteouſneſs, who knows not 
hriſt in them "ana >» 1 7 
2 to the righteouſneſs of God, but 
ſlabliſn their own righteouſneſs , yet will not ſuch 
agathſt ſeli-righteouſneſs', and againſt ſelf-g 
when as all their Ri reonſneſs and Works is of themleives? 
How blind ape t — who out of their own" mouth 
bath condemned t wherein all they do is of them- 
ſelves in theis Will-Worſhip to be ſeen of men, — — 
lay theſe things to our charge hom 2 
faith that we aſtogether ſer up — — always 2 
perſwades people io Works, and to the keeping the Com- «3 
mandments; and the like. g 
A. bis is falſe; We to be 
followers of good Works, and to the keeping of the Com- 
mandments according to Chriſts exhortation, yet We do 
not turn people to Works before We turn them to 
but We if exbortbeal to believe in the light, ſo 
lyats, ſor this is our Meſſage, s turn people from the 
t the Light, Chriſt , who"lightneth every man, that 
have their works wrought un the Light Chrift, who works all aur 
works in u, and for u and he that loves the light ; brings bus 
deeds to the ligbr: that bis dee may be made manifeſt that they 
are wrought im Ged but what i this to them who are not come | 
unto the light neither hath believed im the light ? have they not 
manife their ge ance, and that all — of ri 4 
— and wn las 25 __ rs , 
who are mot . 
this ] That alt their deeds and works r | 
wrought in darkneſs, until ſuch time as they cime to be turnea | 
from the dar bneſſe to the lig be; for that which is not wreaght in” 3 
Fo boy gan ſuch | 


_— 


ly ſubmitted to pang 
be found in Chriſt? T 


247 God, 
and put off t heir em, and to -_ themſelves, and then comes 10 


Way of Righteouſneſs, in the Light of the LordJeſus Chriſt. 
who lightnethevery man that cometh into the World; and 


nels, our Li 
ouſneſs of 


(who are called ers 
and whatſoever _—_ 


mar ſhall ſee God, keeping the holy Commar 
Lord Jeſus, who ſaid, Hel 0 1 
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and if a man love me, be will keope my ſaying . | 
80 Neighhors And Friends, it is not only a profeſſion and 


will not ſerve ? 
Grace of Go 


they 

peace, So ye who are not turned from 
taught of the Lord, who ſaid, Cr 

41 is his noſtrils, forwheveiw is be to bt e | 
while ye remain under them, ye are not nto the lead- 
ings and teachings of the Spirit of Grace and Truth which 
hath appeared unto all men, and teaches us to live ſoberly, 
- righteouſly, and godly in this preſent W6rid : So take heed 
unto ſebves, and not unto your Prieſts, nor to 
our Divi who divine for they deceive yo 

— to the Light wherewich Chriſt bath enlig e 

5 you, which is truth and no lye for there is no lye of the 
4 Truth: He that doth Truth, comerh to the Light; and he 
2 that doth evil hateth the light. neither cometh to the light, 

b leaſt his deeds ſhould be reproved, and this is the © 
ration, the Light, (faid Chriſt ).So ſee if all your” Prieſts be 
not in the evil, under the condemnation of evil who 
hate the Light, evil beeſts, flow- bellies, hati ang the light, re- 
proaching and railing againſt it becauſe their deeds are evil, 

+ and becauſe that they know if the people turn to the light, 
they come to ſee their deceit and eovet ouſneſe, and 
will be aſhamed of them. S0 Friends, take not counſel of 

our Priefts, for miſchief is in their hear ts, leſt vv hile ye fol- 
ow after them, ye come to be hatdned in your fins, and 
your ſences and feeling after God be taken from you, and 


1 


ſo ye become paſt feeling, having your iences. ſeared, 
and your hearts har — God, and chen ye be gi- 
ven up unto a * to 9 

| 2 5 neis 
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neſs with greedineſs , even with the Prieſts. © * 
Ep Conſider Friends, Can the Prieſts ſatisſie yen, and pleaſe | 
you with vain Wo onley, to talk of Free-Grace, and of 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed, who are in the unrighj - 
teouſneſs themſelves, ſo. holds the Truth in unrighteouſneſſ, 
and will not come to the light, verily Friends ye are then fars © 
ſhortof whatTwas when I was where ye now are, with a pro» 
feſſion of God and godlineſs, but without — ank 
the life, for nothing then would ſatisfie me but Chriſt oni 
None but Chrift, None but Chriſt, was my continual cry, to 
have Chriſt, how I might come to know Chriſt in me; Give © - 
me Chriſt, er 1 dg to fee! him near; which juſtifies bnd faves 
his people from thei this was the | deſires, and the * 
longings of my weary ſoul, had I but hold on Chriſt ; let tles 
* take the world that will, (ſaid I in my heart) ſo that I might 
4. but come to know Chriſt ,-and to enjoy him, that I might 
£4 come to live unto Chriſt, was the daily deſires of my heart 
and ſoul, yes though l t diligently after him with Tears 
and V Veeping, and asked the Way to Chriſt from one Prieſt * 
unto another, to ſee if they could ſhevvy me vvhere Chriſt is 
deo be found, yet none of them could ſhevy me the Way, nor 
could tell me hovy to come to Chriſt. So I found no com- 
fort for my ſoul from them, therefore I had no reſt day nor 
night from Cod in my ſpitit vvhile I ſought unto the Prieſts 
lips ſor counſel, for Wicked Counſellors are they all h 
turn not p@ple to the light from the darkneſs, for Chriſt the 
light vvas condemnation to me yvhilſc Lremainedin the old 
nature vvith che Prieſts rebellious, and no Juſtification 7 
and Sanctiſication, and peace, ſitting in 6.2 
walking in the darkneſs and blindneſs with the Prieſts, being 
A chen ignorant of the light yvhich Chriſt had enlightned ae 
fo ſhall all who comes to knovy vvhat Cod is, more 
or lels, ſhall firſt feel the Wrath of God revealed from Hea- 
ven * them for their unrighteouſneſs, and ſhall ſee 
Wrath, and Horror, and the Vengeance of God to come 
upon the Head of the Wicked, even the 8 God 
PF in CP TERETERRIOnE age. 
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ti auch tra how dd erer God ſhall make the 
Nag e the Earth to tremble; the Priſon-Houſes 
ſhall ſhake when the Priſoner comes forch to be ſer free, and 
then captivity comes to be led captive, and cheſtrong Man 
ſhall chen be caſt out of the e, and bis Goods too, when 
Chriſt who is ſtronger then he comes to be reyealed in them, 
all theſe things ſhall be before Gods ſalvation, and peace 
which paſſeth all underſtanding, be witneſſed , I fay , They 
ſhall know a day of trouble, and of howling, and of bitter 
tamentation, (ſuch as never was ) for their Wickedneſsand 
Tranſgreſſions againſt God, before they come to know the 
Lord God as he is, vyho vvill render Vengeance in flames of 
fire upon bis Enemies, and upon the Head of all that do 
Wickedly; for Chriſt comes to deſcroy the Works of the 
I gg nn 
ven unto who are tot | 
the Lord becauſe that en til he 
ariſcand plead their cauſe. But wo unto the Prieſts who 
daub with untempered Morter, crying peace, peace to the 
people that ſhop into their mouths , bat VVar a- 
gainſt us who cannot ſt _ their "—_— | em,” 
and upon their people, the day come 4s 4 
Wel in che night, and no peace ſhall then be to them ' 
they now cry peace peace; even then when they ſhall 
peace and ſafety, ſhall ſudden deſtruction . them, 
as Travel upon a V Voman with child, and they ſhall not ef- 
cape; then ſhall they know that their Faith was-neverim- 
puted to them for righteouſneſs from Godz ſo what is this to 
them, or to the r people, to talk of an imputed ri 
neſs, who doch not bꝭlieve in the but hates the light, 
and will not come to the light; ſo is this to chem? for 
Abraham (unto whom ri imp 
God, and left his own countrey, 
whicher he went, and was obedient in 
ſo his Faith was imputed to him for Ri | 
is this to the Prieſts and to their Followers, who knows not 
Abrahans Fach, which was made perſect $2 nog ou | 
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Faith without V Yorks is ii 4 man ſay be hach F * 3 


and hath not VVorks, can Faith ſave him? V Vas not. 4 © 
brabam juſtified by-V Yorks vyben be offered Iſaac bis ſon 
upon the Altar? Here all may ſee how Faith yvroughtyvich © 
his VVorks, vrho have an eye to ſee yvichall, ſo by VY orks © 
was Faith made perfect; for every Tree is knowa by his 
Fruit; a good Tree cannot bring forth evil Frhie, neither can 
an evil Tree bring forth good Fruit, ſo weknow the Prieſts | 
by their Fruits, who are of that vvicked one yyhich cannot 
bring forth good Fruit, yrho are the evil Trees which cums © 
bers the ground, fruitleſs Trees > rendred of all people uſes * 
leſs, who ont of the evil Treaſure of their heart, brings forth - - 
that which is evil, ſo they being evil, knows not to give good 
things unto their Followers ; not that I in any vviſe, out of 
ill wil ot malice, goes about to accuſe the prieſcs, or any pegs © 


— God knows that! not in contempr unto 
t would take people off putting truſt in man, a 


Ks 4 
WM 


they might come to know the Lord, and in him to truſt that f 
all might come to be taught of the Lord, chat be might © 
reach himſelf of his V Vayes , who teaches his people 


to profit : And this is my end, Te turn all. puts Chriſt be 
kghr, who lightneth every man , and that people might try their © 
Priefts by their fravts, for i thy were of the goed Tree, they © 
could net bring forth evil fruit: And doth this offend either Prieſt 
er pegple , T's exlurt all to try them by their fruns, aud to tus 
from tem that rivige forth evil fru, unte the light of C hri 
= them, who lig btneth every man _ 775 unto 323 
they m come to be engrafted into Chriſt ,-that in bim they 
come to bring forth grad i they able i the kightgand walks 
the light as be ii is the light, they cannot bring forth evil fraitsfer 
he that abideth in Chri the (gf, b wet, bat out of the good 
Treaſure of 1 that wich is gd. $01] 
ſay my end is, That atl, both Prieff i and people, might come to 
r 5 man comer ts be aſh tnne' of bis awn man's 
that they have choſen, and ſe every aur, beth Prieſt: andpeape, 
1 reſt the light, who lig ktneth every , and 
ls not thr db 4 finyer . 
| 1 an 
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and people, t 1 aved, and to come to tho nowledge trath, 

whois ſet 2 PA to the ends of the earth, — — 227 
might come to the lights and to the brighrueſſe 7 of his 

prieft 1 and peo le, that ſo all might come to be taught of t 


— 
who teaches his people to profit, that /o n obs fully owt (pu 4 
people which cannot profit, The Priefis' 7 


good Treewhich cannot bring forth evil fruit, would not 


aſhamed to be tryed by theit fruits, hut of the 
evil Tree which ang bring forth they deingof the 


to have brought to the light, neicher will | 
come to the 16 to prove their and — 
before the people, leaſt they ſhould have — their — 
crine and pracice before all har? ares 


ing contrary to all the holy P 
$0 it is plain, They being of the evil ERS 
evil Fruit, cannot profit the people 


who follow them eee earmng, y never ere come come 
to the knowledge of the truth by them — 


$0 whileſt I followed the Prieſts, though I diligently en- 


quired unto them after the Lord, yet : him not, be- 


cauſe I ſought unto a people which could not profit there. 
fore I did = attain to the thing which I for unto 


them, ſo turned from them, finding no by them; yper 
chen within watt ples > of the Lordbe- 
gan to riſe in obſcurity, a eyes was opened , 

through of thel. 


the mercy and love ord, I was turned from 
the darkneſs to the light of Chriſt in me, and then my mind 
was turned from following the prieſes, from uy 
them, and heart was hanged, for oowin chetight of he 
Lord ſee li and how l have wandered, walking in dark- 
neſs, without . — the light 
Tas and the day dawns n 
Aa yg on. of darkneſs een, lory 
ofthe Lord ia revented, and clear light ca byte 296 
of darknels and Chrih rifem, fo have found tim of whom 
Moſer in the Law and the Porphers did write, ForGod who 
EN to ſhine ont of darkneſs , hath: on 


— 


into rt. * eee 
4 25 why 2 5 5 e 


the. Lord to reveal e. Son in . 
s praiſes to the Lord , . ond | 
| e right it is de now plainly ſee, : im ainjs the Ip 
* their counſels is 


and ſhall be confounded, their Wiſdom is 


l. defiroy the Wiſdom of the Wiſe: 80 1% 
for it cn 


ie teachings of the Prieſts an 

that teaches me to profit, fo 1 weder. bis Word 
27 Truth which l 1 my heart, am I become wiſer 
when all my Teachers, the Lord is d, I ſhall not 
want, who is now u nh and riſen 
wee cople himſelf of his Ways, 


lip nro Life and Power, hit 
-x 3 Knowledge of 
elt Che. 


* gbtneth ev — 
2 into the World, that ill men believing 2 


t, may come to know both the Father and bse 
m to know is life eternal, all coming to the light; this is 
de that reveals the Father. 80 Friends, the light is your Way 3 
ye love it, I am the way, ſaith Chriſt the Li ,who ligheneth 
every mam Ne man comes to the Father but ty me,vo man Menn 


nought bur deceit 12 : 3 


in this the day of hs 


the al her, but the Son, and he to whom the Sun reveals kim, But ; 


„wil a profeſſion of Words. & a talk of knowing the 2 


Father and besen, and a boaſting of Free · Grace in words, 
be ſufficient to any of you who are turned from the li 
within, into darkneſs, to follow the Prieſts and blind 
which cannot profit you? ſo ye are not caught by 
who heap up Teachersunto your ſelves, having melee — 


ye have turned your ears ſrom the light, from the truth, ſs 


ye are turned from the Grace of which brings ſalva ti- 
on, and hath appeared unto all men; and what is the Free- 
Grace of God unto any of you , who turn the Free-Grace 
of God into wantonneſs, who are not taugbt by it to for- 
ſake your ſins, and to deny all ungodlineſs and Worldly luſts, 
and cone a godly and gracious ſo are not come into. | 


OD 


* 


* 


23] 
obedience to God, bat ar fb tes and rebellious, and 
are alive unto fin, and all ungodlineſs and Worldly luſts, ſo 
ye are free from Grace; And ſo what ſuch a vain, fooliſh, 
rotten , ſtinking profeſſion is this of yours, people, who 
Free- Grace, Free-Grate, nothing but by Free-Grace ave 
we ſoved? O bluſh for ſhame, and be ye all horribly afraid 
for your impudency and hingdgea® God. mes ye are 
ſaved by Grace, when as ye are yet in your fins, and will not 
_ receive the Cift of Gods Free- Grace, which hath been ſs 
largely and ſo freely tendered unto every one of you from 
God of all Grace, and hath even appeared in you all, 
and to you all, and yet ye have refuſed to incline your ear, 
and hear : For this is the Grace of God, and the great love 
of Cod towards you all, That he hath given you light, 
which light in you all tells you that ye, ſhould not lye, nor 
ſwear, nor be covetous, nor be drunk, nor that ye ſhould 
06-1 7 bu. bo pry: gy er yen you ſee chat you 
ſhould love the Lord God with all your heart, and your 
Neighbor as your ſelves, ſo ſee if ye be come to this: Theſe 


things ye know, and happy are yeif ye do them, otherwiſe 


ye are nfÞſaved by grace, but doth come ſhort of the 
of God, to be — — God if ye be overraken eee 
or (wearing, or with covetouſneſs, or drunkenneſs, with en- 
vying, or hatred; or 22 the like, which are the 


Fruits of the fleſh: So ye do to the Spirit of 
( whatſoever your p on in Words to the con be) 
who are found here: But unto us who have believed in the 
light, che grace of God which hath appeared unto all men, 
teaches us to deny all ungodlineſs and Worldly luſts, and to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this t World: 
And ſo by grace are we taved, not of our ſelves, it is the gift 
of God, for by gracewe ſtand , and by grace we have ob- 
tained ſalvation through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : And this in 
my meaſurel wictnebs. 

But Friends, Will ye fin becauſe grace hath abounded and 
hath appeared in you all 2 Conſider , Is that the meaſure of 
the gift of the grace of God which ceaches ye to ſin againit 


| F C241" A 
God, and to be proud and covetous, to ſye, and to ſear, gh 5 
envy and to hate, and ro be drunk, and 4 pur, to be li * Þ 
vain pod wanton , to luſt; murder, and to deſtroy, andto. 


tive ih all the cuſtoms and faſhions of the Heathen ? 1 
forbid: Nay, but that Spitit which brings forth theſe _ | 
is the Spirit of Devils, and not from the Spirit of grace: $0 

ou who are not ſubje& to the Spirit of grace, but brings © 
rth the like Fruits, as aboveſaid, are not come to grace 5 
cannot grow in grace; from grace to grace, whoare hot 
taught by grace to deny all unrighreouſneſs whatſoever: 80 
what have ye to do as to take my Words in your months, 
( ſaith the Lord) who talk and make a profeſſion of free” © 
2 have yt to do to take my Name in your mouth? 
or the Way of grace and truth ye have deſpiſed, yea verily, 
ye have done deſpite to the Spirit of grace, and hath caſt my 
Law behind your backs, faith the Lord. 

Truly Friends I cannot ſow pillows under your arm-holes, 
or under your elbows, as your greedy hireling-Prieſts do, 
who ery peace, peace, but I ſhall deal ptainly with you, whe. 
ther you will hear or forbear : For this is the fret grace of 
God, and the love by grace, that God hath giv of his 
Son, Hath ſent his own Son a light into the World, that all 
men through him might believe and know the truth, who 
ealightneth every man that cometh into the World: And 
he that is not faithful and obedient to the pure light in his 
cenſtience,which comes from the Son of God, and lets him 
fee his ex il deeds, and that he ſhould not fin at all, he hears 
not God, ſo whoſoever ſins againſt the light, wrongs his own 
foul. To the light in all your conſciences (people of all 
profeſſions ) 1 ſpeak. 

And Friends and Neighbors, While I was one with yon in 
profeſſion , with a profeſſion of God and of Chriſt in my 
mouth, without the life and poſſeſſion, ye loved me, and did 
{peak well of me, I being then one with you in the World, 
for the World loves its own, and many of you rejoiced to 
fee me; and Friends, Whatam I now become your Enemy, 
decauſe God bath put it into my heart to chooſe the better 


part, 


r 


| , [34 | 
pare, who hath had — on me, and hath choſen me otſt 
of the World to bea Veſſel unto honour; who hath redoe- 
med me from amongſt the Sons of men, to bear his Name 
among the Heathen in truth and righteouſneſs, seco 
to my meiſute, who hath given me he in the blood of 
ing Covenant of Light and peace; who hath 
my Feet dat of the myre ind day ; and bath ſet them in a 
plein Way, that 1 may for ever walk in the Light of the 
Lord, where no occaſſon of ſtumbling is > But flow Friends 
Where is all your love ye had towards me? Is it all loft and 
e? Doe ye not love the World, and few the things of 
eſus Chriſt? for they that love the World , hath not the 
loveof Godin them, And fince it pleaſed God to revel 
his don in me, who hath choſen me and called me by his 
race out from my Fathers Houſe, & from my Kinred alſo, 
not ever many of you hate me wichone a canſe, and e- 
yen ſcorns me, and even wags your heads at me, and 
upon me, and ſaith, Lo this i he? and ſome ſayes that they 
pitty me, and are forry for me that I ſhould chooſe a Way 
that is ſo contemptible and deſpiſed amongſt men. Friends, 
To the Light of Chriſt in all your conſciences I ſpeak; What 
evil have I done ſince F owned Chriſt Jeſus my everlaſting 
Light, to be my Teacher, whereof I may be aſhamedꝰ Con- 
vince me. Is it an nnrighteous thing with you to chooſe to 
follow that which is good in the fight of God, and of all 
honeſt men, even to follovy after righteouſneſs and truth, 
and to turn from darkneſs unto the light, and from che 
power of Satan unto God? And vvas not the Way of God 
alyvaies deſpiſed and rejected of men, even Chriſt Jeſus, the 
Light, the Way , the Truth and the Life? Have ye never 
red that the Stone vvhich the Byilder rejected and deſpi- 
ſed , that the ſame is become the Head of the corner? A 
man of ſorrovvs, deſpiſed and rejected of men; and ho- 
that Herod and bis mighty men of V Var fer him at noug/1t? 
So it is poſſible, that that which is highly eſteemed amonyſt 
men, may be abominstion inthe fight of God, and that 
which is chiefly defpiſed amongſt — , and fer at noc 
2 wit 


with them, may be chiefly owned, and highly eſtemed wit 
God, and Fer my ves are mt as your wayes 
ther are n ſaith the Lord i So i 
That wh ſoever will live 


and 

for ri 

ſorry for me, this I fay , Be not troubled for me, but pi 
our ſelves & your children; ſo not for me my 


omes a reproach and a by-word among 


ather according to the fleſh hath ſhut his doors againſt me, 
who hath deſpiſed and forſaken his ov&H child, contrary to 


1 
t is plain, 
in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt ſuffer 


| wha \ oF amr CIC 9 
from iniquity, makes himſelf a prey to the A 
the people, _ 


teouineſs ſake. So ye that ſay ye pitty me, and are 


nature, as one not worthy to inhabit under his roof, who 1 
may be aſhamed of his profeſſion , a hard hearted man, 
even without natural affections, who hath exceeded che 


Heathen (vyho knoyv not God) in his rage andcruelty; 1 


pray God that it may not be laid to his charge: For 

part I am vvilling to ſuffer the loſs of all things, if the wi 
of God be ſo, rather then to turn from the righteous vvay 
of the Lord my God, chooſing rather to ſi 
with the people of God, then to enjoy the pleaſures of fin 
for a ſeaſon now when I am come to years: And now if 
God ſhould even deal with him who is my natural Father, 
according as he hath dealt with me, as to ſhut him out of 
his Kingdom for ever, vvereit not juſt and equal? but far 
be it from me to deſire any mans deſtruction, but rather de- 
fires that the thoughts of his heart may be r him, 
. come to repentance; but truly this I know, 
from the Lord, that if he come not to repentance , that 
yvhar he hath done againſt me he ſhall find it heavy in the 
dreadful day of the Lords Vengeance, when he comes to re- 
vrard him accordingunto his VVorks: Truly when I think 
of this, my ſoul even mourns and vveeps for him, vvho now 
(Dever like) is feeding upon his many diſhes, and hath for- 
gotten that made him ; for I told him before that he 
put me from hiw, That I was willing to abide with him, and 
to ſeryt him ſaithfully, as it becomes a San o honor 2-4 


affliction 


. 


ther, and faid, n 
with him in his Houſe until ſuch times as he could find any 
unfaithfulneſs in me in what things as he ſhould pleaſe to 
commit unto my care, and then be might ( after that he 
could convince me of unfaithfulneſs ) have ſome ground of 
cauſe why he would put me from him; but to put me away 
without cauſe, for a thing of nought, this is a thing 722 
ther unjuſt, contrary to all teaſon and equity : And as 
any part of diſobedience on my part towards him, I know 
of none, unleſs . — follow after the Prieſts , as he 
would have had me; and I told him that I could not find any 

ofit by them, and why would he therefore have me to fol- 
— e that cannot profit ? For God hath ſaid 
T hat they not profit the people at all: And this ſhall 
all people find true by wo e, That they ſhall ne- 
ver profit by them while they them, for I would as 
eh it had been poſſible; 

the Prieſts being a covetous, wi | 
CE ra is ooh ahem 
re profit the people at as i 
of truth I can prove them to be lyars and deceivers, all out 
of the Doctrine of Chriſt, and of the Apoſtles; anditis nor 
requiſite that we ſhould follow lyars, and deceivers , and 
blind guides; eee ſaw 
their wickedneſs and lying againſt 2 n this thing 
it was better for me oo IE then my parents 
according to the fleſh , it being a matter of conſcience to- 
wards God: and it had been but fitting I ſhould have had my 
liberty of conſcience towards God to worſhip; but my na- 
tural Father would not ſuffer me to have this liberty , buc 
hath ſhut his doors againſt me, and hath. put me from bim 
upon this account, For not following the Prieſts any 8 
So hath be not eyen hated me without cauſe? when as 
before he put me away, and ſince, I have proved the Prieſts 
to be lyats and deceivers, according to the Scriptures: there- 
fore hath he not herein exceeded the Heathen, for a hard- 
bear ted man againſt bis own child? let all honeſt men judge; 


tor 


- U — 


for the very firſt day I went onto a meeting of the people o 


God, the ſame-day at night I returned again unto my ?- 


thers Houſe, and the doors was ſhut again me; and then? 


called unto my Brother Miliam, and bad him ſet me into ti 
Houſe; and he told me that he durſt not let me into the 
Houſe 1 asked him Why ? He ſaid, That his Father had ſent 
all his children and ſervants to bed, & that he went t 


ed and bolted againſt me, and did charge them all that if 1 
did come, not any of them to let me into theHouſe; if 

did any of them, he ſaid that he would turn them alſo out 
of the doors with me. 80 Williew told me theſe things, and 
that he durſt not let me into the Houſe, ſo unto this day 
remain a ſufferer for righteouſneſs ſake, and truly I believe 
that I ſhould not have put pen to paper in reference as to all 
my ſufferings from my natural Father, had I not beard how 
he hath ed ic I ran from bim, and the like: 80 


for the right informing nd we nanny, of as to 
the truth of this matter) I have briefly in few With — 
red ſomething of what bath been done by him towards me, 
and of what Words paſſed between us; but I might have 
intimated much more of his rage and cruelty, & ſore uſuage 
of me, but that I am againſt laying open nakedneſs, and have 
onely cleared my own innocency as touching talſe reports 
of running from my Fathers Houſe, and the like, as allo his 
own Family and others can witneſs againſt him to the con- 
trary for me: if they wil but teſtifie. 


So let him confider, and look back, and ſee what he hath 
done. againſt che innocent that ſeeks not his own, who ſeek- 
eth no revenge, bur ſuffererh all things, endureth all chings, 
and enviech not, bur in the peace which the World cannot 

ive nor take away, reſts ſatisfied in his Fathers love from a- 
ve, and ſorefers his cauſe unto him that ſeeth in ſecret, 
who rewardeth and taketh vengeance; For vengeance 
x mine, ſaith the Lord: So I have boldneſs cowards Cod in 
all my lufferings and tribulations, yea verily I have any we 
wer 


oat all the Houſe himſelf to ſee that all the doors was locks | 


(29) 
ſer of a good conſcience towards God and man herein, 
Gods Witneſs in me, even the Spirit of truth, which bears 
witneſs to my ſpirit that I ſuffer for well doing; and h 
ſhall then condemn me? And berauſe I cannot for conſci- 
ence-{ake per Canes nor follow the blind guides any 
2 am perſecut and forſaken of Father and Mother, 
of — — nf and — 
thin [ unto me I mi 
fulkilled according to Chriſts Words, who ſaid , Tart, 
late df all men for my ſake, and marvel not if the World bate 
you, for it tr ron ates — th; World, 
the World wonld love you, for the loves its own, but becauſe 
1 bave choſen you out of the world, therefore the wirlil hater yet, 
berauſe ye are not of rhe werd, even as Ian not of the rl, 
ſaid Chriſt to them that followed him in the regeneratio 
who turned le from the darkueſs to the Light. 
rs Harken eee, 
75 ite, or on 6 

4 the Gefpel, ( ſaid Chriſt ) he cannot be my diſeiple ; 

that taheth not up bis Croſs, aud followeth not after me, he is wit 
worthy of me; but every one thut ba h left Father , or Mother, 
. or Siſters, Hurband, Wife, ow Children , er Henſe, or 
Land: for wap” ad the (eſpe let him rejoice that he 5s 
counted worthy to ſuffer it, ( ſaid the Lord Jeſus Chriſt?) for he 
ſhall mat loſe bis reward, but ſrall receive an bunired:feld in this 
Ife, and in the world to come everlaſting life. So it is evident, 
That whoſoever will ive gadly in Chriſt Jeſus , muſt ſuffer, 
For he that departs from iniquity , makes himſelf a prey to 
the wicked, and to the unrighteous and ſinners. $o lend, 
think it not ſtrange I run not with you to the ſame exceſs of 
riot into all uncleanneſs and filthine(s, and forrow not for 
me, for the forrow of the World works death; ſo ſpeak not 
evil of the things ye know not. leaſt ye evil againſt 
God, and I am counted as the off-fcouring of all 
things unto this day, and hath not whereon to lay my head, 
being forſaken of Father and of Mother, and counted as 


to live, x2, inhabit under them, 


one not 
could not have 


— = done? . have i contour Co. 
anding all his cruel uſuage EIS 
Mother hath forſ mn ye. 


, who 


me ink d beet ae 
or he tat ſaid it; Thou hadſt eee 


therefore 
will help thee, I willde wich ches, "and go tele reting Wake 
Way that thou ſhalr go. So in the Arms of bis everſaſii 
Love doth the Lord catry me, and in his hand doth he bi 
1 pure love of God I might remain under 
the ſhadow of his evermore, and in his Name to 


| aſt for the righreous to flye unto, 
2 — ebay into the eternal inheri- 


be in light: Surely I have made a good 
2 be the Name of the Lord for 4 — 


hach put it into my heart as to chooſe the 
the — of che Lord, wherein dwelleth r; 


4 
* 
y 
and 


AH ave unto the 


heart, chat the Lamb. f God 1 


* 


nn 
*. 6 


wu 
* 


585 * 122 a 


deginving; yea, 1 1 ain 41 


; be grace of God, 25 
ic. up ub the 4 nol the 


22 Free 


| = 
ther, growth anto an holy Temple in the Lord, 


the Lord is gratious and full of compaſſion towards 
that truſt in him, I eunnot but even in bowels of com 
beſeech you even to return unto the Lord with your 


heart, that ye may fove him with all your heart; 7 e who er a 


ger after righteouſneſt, ye who would eat of the bread of life, 
— in to the light even ye who are readyto yr rage 
3 of Tr 


— 
_ tw 6 ey + ne 
t 


2 whoſoever'is-a-thirſt may 
ſreely ink, — be med: the Bre Codis he that 
cometh down from Heaven, who every. man thac 
cometh it. to the Wr id, that all men —— 
ſaved, who fillech che hungry with good thin —_— 
he ſends empty auay. $a 

come unto the light, leaſt acts 
bath I ye ſhou 
that y 


AY of God in you» as' 
— 


peace vvhich 
vvorld cannot — o Friends, if ye would know theſe 
things, and come to have reſt and peace in Chriſt Jes, then 


ye 


Therefore all Friends and Neighbors, having taſted =] 


gli for all that is 
1 eat 2 for ever; ifit were not ſo i would 
g and feeling that it is even ho can- 


is 4» and 
rf Li ry whoſoe- _ 


| Gas!) 
pe muſt come to the |; en ye are enlightned: 
Therefore all mind the light of God in you which ſhines in- 
to your hearts, for the lig is vvayif ye love ie, ſo if 
ooſe to follow the Light, Chrift, this is he that reveals 
the Father, whom no man knoyvs but the don; and he to 
whom the Son reveals him; this is he in whom the vy 
comes to find reſt and 80 as every one comes into 
the obediente of the light, he comes to ſee the Kingdom of 
God, and hath right to enter into the Kingdom; add if yee 
vaitin the light but a vvhile in patience ye ſhall ſ6e that the 
Kingdom of God is come nigh; Ku at that t K- 
all in the ere ſor t 
Kingdom 66 God to be revealed in you, which flands not 
ye knovy the K 
a boly Kingdom, 


— 
that mak eth a lye, or is unc ating, in For 
holy are they that — vvorthy te 
yrhich have not defiled themſelves with VVomen 
therefore Friends, as ye deſire the ſalvation of your 
wait in the light, even in the holy and juſt principle of 
in that vhich is holy, which convinces of ſint, and of 
righteouſnels, and lets you fee your (ins, aud all that 
have done, if ye vvill but hear and incline : 
ye own the light, to be taught of the Lord, there ſhall ye 
come to know Chriſt the Saviour of ſouls, who is come 
to ſave his pi their (ins,and to (eek and to ſuve that 
vrhich is loſt. S0 here is the vvay of the Lord, int the light, 
even the ttue and living vvay; burif . — back after the 
Prieſts, ye have rejeted (he Lord, to of the Lord, 
ſo ye cannot eſcape the damnation of Hell, | 
witneſs to be tauglit of theLord in che meaſure of 
have done deſpi te to the Spirit of grace; ſo ir is like y 
never know Gods ſalvation, profis what you can in words 
of knowing him or his ſalvation ; For God is light, and he 
n not known but in che light; . 
E 2 light, 


5 


ſtead to be recon- 


every man, and even novv while © 
ye have the light ; believe in the light, that ye may be the 
children of the light, and vvalk in the light, as he is in the 
light, that the blood of Chriſt may clenſe you from all ſin; 
and then if ye abide in the light · ye ſhall continue in the Fa- 
ther, and in the Son, {© ſhall ye have Fellowſh'p vvith the 
Saints in light, vvhom the V Vorld knovvs not, of yvhom 
the VVorſd is not vvorthy . that henceforth ye may no 
more knovy me aſter the flefh onely, but in the ſpirit, as-ye 
come to be faithful unto the Lord in your meaſures of 
light of Chriſt , where ye may feel me, and read me, and 
knovy me vvho am unknovyn unto the 'VVorld, yeryvell 
knovvn to the children of light, vvho in the light of the + 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth continue, and abides vvith God, and 
vvalks inthe light, as he is in the light; For the children of 
light bach Fellovvſhip one vvith another in the _ which 
unites their hearts together in one: But vvith the unfrair- 
ful V Vorks of datkneſs yve have no Fellovvſhip; and here 
inthe light, in the truth, though ten chouſand times ten 


* 


Pie 
thouſand; yet all one in the light, even in Chriſt 
walks not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. Friends, 
by this I ſhall know that ye love me, and that ye love the 
ruth, as many as can receive my Teſtimony, and keeps my 
athers Commandments, For the Teſfimony is not mine, 
but his who hath choſen me to bear yvieneſs of him unto 
many; but if I bear yyitneſs of my ſelf, my vvitneſs is not 
true; there is one chat beareth witneſs, and I know that the 
witneſs that he witneſſes is true, for I can of my own ſelf do 
nothing, yet through Chriſt that ſtrengthens me, I can do 
all chings; For I ſeek not my own , but the things of Jeſus 
Chriſt, that I may do the will of God who hath choſen me 
out of the VYorld, to follow him in the regeneration, 
where the” V Vorld ſeeth me not, nor knows me nor, there- 
fore the World hates me, and ſcorns me, Y Vhy ? becauſe I 
m not of the VVorld, fo the VVorld cannot receive m 
ayings , they hear me not, becauſe they are not of 
for I receive not Teſtimony from man, but theſe chings f 
ſpeak that ye might believe the truth, not by way of boaſt- 
ing, to exalt ſelf, or to puff ap, for all boaſting is excluded, 
and ſelf-ends condemned with the Light of Truth, ſo a 
VVitneſsin my meaſure I ſtand eternally againſt all 
neſs, for ſelf is of the Devil, and all proud boaſtings, which 
Chriſt comes to deſtroy. But, 

Theſe” things ( Neighbours and Friends) I write unto 
you that ye may come to knggy where re} and true peace i 
and not to exalt ſelf, that ye might praiſe me, but theſe 
things I declare, to the end, That ye may al be awakened to- 
wards Gid, that ye * b: ſaved, ud heli ue what good things 
Gad hath in ſtore for them that fear him, laue his appearance, 
and believing in the light, ye may have lift, and that every wear 
ry ſoul may . comforted, and "ome ts find reſt 47 he come into the 
obedience of the bet, that the 'righteons Gai over all might have 
his glory» who is the Author and Finiſber of every good Wark, the 
fr # aul the lat, God ble [ed for evermore. 
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who 


Jo all friends in the love 148 retelve this into 


Lord in the ſpirit, to wtite us a Teſtimony from th 

to my Nation, Couttittey, and People, for the Seed of 'G 
ſike throvghout all the Wotſd were this may dome. 

1 moved of the Lord God ftom the love k the 1 .* 
which are the very M of my ſoul for my ati: 
on, Countrey 

hidin the day of the Lords wrath; but my defire is, That the 
Wicked one in you may be deſtroyed, and whatſoever work- 
eth untightevuſneſs and deceit, unto which I ſay Wo, that 
ye may be ſeparated from all unrighteouſneſs; therefore 
keep your ſelves to that of God in you, that the wicked one 
touch Jes not, and from all _— ; and ſo will che old 
man with his deeds come to be put off, when the Juſt cotnes 
to liberty, when Chtiſt comes to have the preheminenee, 
und tules, Whoſe tight it is 80 Friends, rake unto you the 


whole Armor of God, eren the Armor of Light, as it comes 


to be put on, ye will be able to refiſt all the fiery darts of the 
Devil, I ſay, As there is a watching and a waiting in the light 
bf Chriſt Jeſus for the teachings of God in the Spirit, rhe 
luſts of the fleſh, and fleſhly confidetices withers And vani- 
ſhes away , and che hidden man of the heart comes to be 
felt and witneſſed , as there is an abiding in the Croſſe of 
Chriſt, ſo ye come to dye unto ſinne, and to be cru- 
cified to the VVorld, and to live unto God. 


Therefore all waite, that yee may have Bread to 
feed upon which gives life to the Soule , which is nou- 
riſhment and health to every weary Soul/who comes to 
feed upon the living Immortal Bread which comes downe 
from GOD out of Heaven, ſhall live for ever- And 
bleſſed for evermore they are who hunger after this, 
for they ſhall be ſatisfied: ' As many as comes to ear of 
this Bread, and receives it into them, they ſhall grow 
up as Trees of Righteouſneſs, the planting o — 
Lord. 


1 A N Lord 
hearts with meekneſs and feur, which was given me 19 50 1 
e Lore 


and People, that they might be ſaved and 6 


CH! 
Light 
Ligh! 


Trat 


f [37] 

Lord. So let every one that nameth the Name of 
CHRIST, depart from Iniquity, and follow the 
Light, and believe in the Lichte while ye have the 
Light, chat ye may be eſcabliſhedin Righteouſneſſe and 
- Trath, 


ruth 


Thomas Rawlinſon, 


